museum of arts and design

MUSEUM OF ARTS AND DESIGN TO OPEN COSTUME EXHIBITION
HIGHLIGHTING ERAS OF TAYLOR SWIFT

Taylor Swift: Storyteller
On View May 20-September 4, 2023

“Bejeweled” video still: courtesy of TAS Rights Management.

NEW YORK, NY (May 3, 2023) — The Museum of Arts and Design (MAD) will
present Taylor Swift: Storyteller, a career-spanning look at the artistic reinventions of the
12-time GRAMMY Award—-winning artist who is one of the most prolific songwriters in
history. Opening May 20 to coincide with Taylor Swift | The Eras Tour Tri-State area
performances, the exhibition will be on view exclusively at MAD through September 4,
2023.

Taylor Swift: Storyteller highlights include the cheerleader and ballerina ensembles from
the award-winning music video for “Shake It Off’ (2014); the red wedding dress and
bellhop uniform from “| Bet You Think About Me (Taylor's Version) (From The Vault),”
which featured Miles Teller and was directed by Blake Lively (2021); and the sparkling
ensemble from “Bejeweled” (2022), directed by Taylor Swift. Concert attire by couture
fashion houses will be featured along with props, jewelry, ephemera, and projections of
music videos rounding out the exhibition.
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Swift's emotional songwriting is the catalyst for the captivating worlds she brings to life on
stage and screen through exquisitely crafted costumes, inventive scene design, and
imaginative iconography.

“At MAD, fashion and the decorative have long been valued as a critical visual language
and no one speaks that language quite like Taylor Swift,” said Alexandra Schwartz, the
Museum’s Curator of Modern and Contemporary Art, Craft, and Design. “Whether
dressed down in a flannel shirt and untamed hair or literally dazzling her audiences in
head-to-toe Swarovski crystals, Taylor gives greater meaning to the palettes, textures,
and depths of feeling expressed in her songwriting.”

Swift has discussed the pressures that female musicians feel to constantly alter their
public images, and regularly addresses gender norms in her videos, performances, and
public appearances. In her videos she plays a wide range of characters, transforming
herself through costume and subverting female archetypes through storytelling.

The exhibition will be accompanied by a series of public programs and fun events inspired
by the creativity and passion of Swift's ardent fan base—from video and film screenings
to karaoke sing-alongs. Additionally, The Store at MAD will stock a curated selection of
Taylor Swift merchandise, from apparel to accessories.

Available for purchase at madmuseum.org, tickets for the exhibition cost $25 per person
and include access to all Museum exhibitions on view. Members of MAD will enjoy free
admission to the special exhibition, invitations to the Members-only preview on May 18,
dedicated viewing hours, and more. For more information, visit madmuseum.org.

Funding for Taylor Swift: Storyteller is made possible by three broads with a common
thread in honor of Marian Burke.

ABOUT THE MUSEUM OF ARTS AND DESIGN

The Museum of Arts and Design (MAD) champions contemporary makers across creative
fields and presents the work of artists, designers, and artisans who apply the highest level
of ingenuity and skill. Since the Museum’s founding in 1956 by philanthropist and
visionary Aileen Osborn Webb, MAD has celebrated all facets of making and the creative
processes by which materials are transformed, from traditional techniques to cutting-edge
technologies. Today, the Museum’s curatorial program builds upon a rich history of
exhibitions that emphasize a cross-disciplinary approach to art and design, and reveals
the workmanship behind the objects and environments that shape our everyday lives.
MAD provides an international platform for practitioners who are influencing the direction
of cultural production and driving twenty-first-century innovation, and fosters a
participatory setting for visitors to have direct encounters with skilled making and
compelling works of art and design. For more information, visit madmuseum.org.
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